Arabic, Moroccan spoken

Family: Afro-Asiatic, Semitic

Country: Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia and Western Sahara

Population: 21,048,900.
Source: Ethnologue/Wals

Features

Type: weakly suffixing (WALS), macrolanguage Arabic: Synthetic-?rootinflecting? 
(http://www.christianlehmann.eu/ling/sprachen/spr_welt/arab_index.html, last visit: 12.01.2011)
Word order: 


Order of Subject, Object and Verb: SVO

Artikelsystem: 

Definite Article: 

Definite affix: l-
Indefinite Article: 
Moroccan has two indefinite articles in contrast to standard Arabic. 

a)
specific indefinite article: indefinite prefix: wahəd l-
The „concretizing indefinite article“ (Harrell 1986:189) consists of the numeral wahəd „one“ and the definite artricle l-
b)
non-specific indefinite article: indefinite prefix ši- 

„potential indefinite article“ 
(Harrell 1986:189)

Word Order Article: 

prenominal
Grammaticalisation: 
a)
specific indefinite article: 
composed of wahəd „one“  





definite article l-
b) 
non-specific indefinite article: ši- can be tracked back 





etymologically to a noun 




meaning ‘thing’
(translated from Venneri (2009))
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Abstract 

Studies of second-language (L2) acquisition have often addressed the issue of parameter-setting among L2 learners. Much work has been done on the setting of syntactic parameters in L2 acquisition-e.g., the verb-raising parameter (see White (1990/1991), among others), the V2-parameter (see Robertson and Sorace (1999), among others), and the Governing Category Parameter (GCP) (see Finer and Broselow (1986), among others). A major question addressed by these studies concerns L2 learners' ability to acquire parameter values that are not present in their first language (L1). In this article, we examine L2 learners' ability to acquire a new value for a semantic parameter-the Article Choice Parameter. To do this, we first establish the settings of this parameter. Examining the behavior of articles in English and Samoan, we argue that there is parametric variation in the lexical specifications of articles: We propose that articles cross-linguistically can encode the feature [+definite] or the feature [+specific]. We then investigate the role that these features play in the acquisition of English articles by adult speakers of article-less languages, Russian and Korean. We present elicitation and production data to show that L2 learners have access to both settings of the Article Choice Parameter. We show that access to the feature [+specific] cannot be accounted for by either L1 transfer or L2 input and argue that our findings present evidence for direct access to universal semantic distinctions in L2 acquisition. 

