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This selection of original papers written by Hans Kamp—philosopher-
linguist-logician-cognitive-scientist and computer-scientist of great repute
and lasting influence—presents to you the core of his scientific research
on natural language semantics and its relation to logic, philosophy and lin-
guistics. In selecting his best papers we often faced some difficult decisions,
but we maintained as editorial guiding principles that (1) the paper should
have Hans Kamp as sole author, (2) the paper should have had a signifi-
cant impact in its field upon first publication, (3) the paper should still have
lasting importance for various readerships, and last but not least, (4) easy
access to the paper must be guaranteed for future generations. Although
the selected papers have been printed here in their original version, some
minor corrections, adjustments in formal details or removal of typos have
been allowed. Each paper contains a first footnote acknowledging its orig-
inal place of publication, thanking its publisher for its kind permission to
include it in this selection.

The tremendous breadth of Hans Kamp’s research is reflected in the dis-
tribution of the selected papers over six parts, ranging from philosophical
reflection on the foundational issues in the ancient Sorites Paradox with a
formal account of what its solution is, to a detailed review of current anal-
yses of presuppositions in dynamic semantic theories. Each part is intro-
duced by Hans Kamp with a new text in which the papers are positioned.
Part One Events, Temporal Reference, and Discourse contains three influ-
ential papers on the logic of time and temporal reference, including Kamp’s
early and justly very famous paper Formal Properties of ‘Now’, which estab-
lished Kamp’s reputation at a relatively young age in 1971 as a model-theo-
retic logician, shortly after completing his Ph.D. at UCLAwith RichardMon-
tague. Events, Instants and Temporal Reference addresses, among other top-
ics, how instants may be derived from events, following in the footsteps of
a historical logical analysis advocated by Bertrand Russell, Norbert Wiener
and Alfred Whitehead in the beginning of the 20th century. Deixis in Dis-
course. Reichenbach on Temporal Reference contains a detailed account of
how the historic theory of temporal reference from Hans Reichenbach—a
logician in the Vienna Circle (±1924–1936), who showed a surprising
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sensitivity to natural language at a time this was definitely out of fashion—
currently may help linguists to understand the deictic aspects of temporal
reference times and their dynamics. It reviews also the shortcomings of the
Priorean tense logics, that Montague had adopted in his work on natural
language semantics.

Part Two Semantics andPragmatics contains two classical papers on the
interface of semantics, as the logical theory of truth-functional meaning,
and the pragmatic aspects of interpretation in context. Free Choice Permis-
sion addresses the logical properties of disjunctive permission, arguing that
giving permission cannot be reduced to asserting that something is permit-
ted, as had previously been equated in von Wright’s deontic logic. Kamp
investigates in more depth the intensional logical relations between perfor-
mative acts and assertions in termsof options and continuations of given sit-
uations in Semantics versus Pragmatics, showing that even assertions cover
a diverse set of acts whose meaning cannot be adequately captured by con-
cepts of truth and satisfaction only, whilemaintaining a universal semantics
for logical vocabulary. The paper also addresses Kaplan’s notion of character
in discussing the essential indexical aspects ofmaking assertions in context,
ending on a more cognitive science note of whether ways in which people
may differ in computing meaning in context should bear on theories of lin-
guistic competence.With our current hindsight both papersmay be viewed
as early precursors of themore comprehensive, dynamic theory of meaning
Kamp was to develop a decade later.

Part ThreeVagueness contains twoearly papers addressing the semantics
of adjectives. In Two Theories about Adjectives Kamp first reviews as possi-
ble solutions multi-valued logics, supervaluations, and vague models with
degrees of satisfaction and a probability distribution over possible comple-
tions, before specifying the notion of a graded context-dependent model as
a first theory of adjectives. His second theory of adjectives proposes to take
coherence of contexts as core notion in the model theory and exploits the
dynamic modification of context as a new semantic tool, leaving the meta-
logical question just what kind of logic it yields wide open. The Paradox of
the Heap investigates the consequences of contextual fixing of the exten-
sions of vague predicates. Its semantics for a formal language containing
vague predicates is highly non-standard, worth pursuing for even someone
who questions the assumptions the semantics is based on. Some technical
aspects of this semantics are made explicit in an appendix, added in this
reprint. If a reasonable solution could be found using the fixed point log-
ics the paper defines with some reasonable inferential properties, such a
solutionmight still qualify as illuminating, since it has been obtained under
what must be about the most unaccommodating preconditions. The two
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papers can both be regarded as precursors of a growing trend of seeing
context-dependence as a central aspect of vagueness in natural language
predicates and to identify and disentangle the different contextual factors
that can influence the use and interpretation of such predicates.

Part Four Discourse Representation starts with the famous 1981 paper A
Theory of Truth and Semantic Representationwhich first outlined Discourse
Representation Theory (DRT) as the dynamic theory of interpretation, rely-
ing essentially on a level of representation to characterize not only infer-
ence and entailment, but also cross-sentential pronominal dependencies
(anaphora) and other forms of constraints on binding. The paper explicitly
sets out to unite truth-functional aspects of meaning with the more prag-
matic or epistemic aspects of what language users do when they come to
understand what a clause means in the context in which it is used, present-
ing the account as a rule based fragment of a syntax-semantics mapping
reminiscent of Montague Grammar. The paper Context, Thought and Com-
munication, reverts to some classical puzzles in the philosophy of language
concerning referential identity, suggesting that anchoring a discourse refer-
ent inDRTmay provide uswith the right concept to identify referents across
belief contexts and other attitudes.Disambiguation inDiscoursewaswritten
some ten years after the ’81 paper on DRT, and argues for the importance
of lexical meaning in determining content and the fact that cognition and
interpretation are necessarily and intrinsically intertwined.

Part FivePresupposition contains two influential papers on howcontexts
may be adjusted to fit the requirements of a phrase to be interpreted by
not only verifying whether its presuppositions are satisfied by the context,
but also repairing it whenever it does not satisfy these by accommodating
information that is otherwise thought of as entailed by the discourse. In Pre-
supposition Computation and Presupposition Justification: One Aspect of the
Interpretation ofMulti-SentenceDiscourse this is accomplished by construct-
ing preliminaryDRSs and interpreting thenovel phrase against these as con-
text. In The Importance of Presupposition the interaction between various
presuppositions triggered by one phrase are investigated and computation
of presupposition is distinguished fundamentally from their justification in
context. Part Six Propositional Attitudes presents two papers on the logic of
epistemic attitudes, where Prolegomena to a Structural Account of Belief and
Other Attitudes goes back to older arguments that any theory that identifies
epistemic attitudes with sets of possible worlds will be unable to explain
behavioral differences that may come about, if logically equivalent proposi-
tions remain indistinguishable. To account for howbeliefs guide our actions,
an extension of DRT is proposed to deal with the more structural aspects
of attitudes, as well as with indexicals, interactive forms of conversational
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exchange and shared information. The final paperTemporal Reference Inside
and Outside Propositional Attitudes combines the DRT account of presup-
position with its analysis of epistemic attitudes and attributions thereof to
others, exploiting external anchors to formally effectuate referential bind-
ing across such contexts. Notions of doxastic strength and persistence of
beliefs provide novel ways to formally account for dynamic belief revision in
DRT and how people actually may come to understand each other. A long,
in-depth interview with Hans Kamp is included at the end of the book. It
reviews Kamp’s entire intellectual development in its historical and often
very personal context, while discussing core examples that drove the devel-
opment of linguistic semantics and assessing their impact on the way DRT
became seen as the linguist’s tool of preference to analyze meaning, inter-
pretation and inference as the triad of human language understanding.

This editorial project has demanded a huge amount of support from
many of our good colleagues. For their expedient help in proofreading we
express our profound gratitude toDaniel Altshuler, AtleGrønn, FritzHamm,
Katja Jasinskaja, Ewan Klein, Emar Maier, David Nicolas, Tillmann Pross,
Galit Sassoon, Dominik Schlechtweg, Ken Turner, Frank Veltman and Tyler
Wilbers. The production process, shared between Köln, Stuttgart and Kon-
stanz, has been very efficiently supported by Susanne Trissler, who also
researched and perfected all the bibliographic details. To Katrin Schneider
(U. Stuttgart) we owe much more as editors, for she sustained us superbly
over two years with her expertise in producing beautiful Latex copy, man-
aging a myriad of successive versions of various parts of the book. We thank
Stephanie Paalvast, our CRiSPI editor at the publisher Brill in Leiden (NL),
for her steadfast professional support, patient understanding during pro-
duction and also for some material support of it, and the team from TAT
Zetwerk for the very professional typesetting of the book. We also acknowl-
edge the generous financial support of the Institute für Deutsche Sprache
und Literatur I at the University of Cologne and the collaborative research
center 732 Incremental Specification in Context at the University of Stuttgart,
which hosts the comprehensive archive for Hans Kamp’s work and publica-
tions, http://www.ims.uni-stuttgart.de/archiv/kamp, with much more con-
tent supplementing thepresent selection.Withhis characteristic vigorHans
Kamp played the recursive role of author, editor, and critical commentator
on his ownoriginal texts. The eternal braiding of looping historical narrative
could have been extendedmuch longer, hadwenot ended it by editorial fiat,
for which only we deserve any blame.

Geneva and Stuttgart/Köln, March 2013
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